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European policy for the internationalisation of 
higher education



Achieving the European Education Area by 2025



Empowering European Higher Education

The European strategy for universities and the proposal for a Council recommendation on 
transnational cooperation “will benefit the entire higher education sector, first and foremost our 
students. They need modern transnational campuses with easy access to mobility abroad to allow 
for a truly European study path and experience. We stand ready to join forces with the Member 
States and higher education institutions across Europe. Together we can bring closer education, 
research and innovation in service to society.”

Commissioner Mariya Gabriel



Synergies with actions and national reforms 

Concrete actions at EU level to enable and support the sector

Priority areas for transformation based and clear objectives

A European shared vision to support all types of higher education 
institutions to adapt to changing conditions across all their 

missions

Endorsed by EU Member States 
5 April 2022



Four key objectives



Four flagship initiatives 



Recommendation for national reforms  
and European support

Full implementation of existing instruments 
and exploring avenues for new ones 

Support all higher education institutions 
and enhance the coherence of European higher education 

systems

Reinforce European transnational cooperation
by building bridges

Recommended by Member States 
5 April 2022 



Erasmus+ programme

Student mobility 
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Erasmus+ cooperation opportunities

Partnerships for 
Cooperation

Partnerships 
for Innovation

Partnerships for 
Excellence

Erasmus 
Mundus

European
Universities

Cooperation
Partnerships

Forward 
Looking
Projects
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Innovation

Long-term Strategy

Ambitions

Mobility 
projects



Thank you

More information:

Higher education initiatives | European Education Area (europa.eu)

Commission Communication on a European strategy for universities | European 
Education Area (europa.eu)

Council Recommendation on building bridges for effective European higher education
cooperation
Council conclusions on a European strategy empowering higher education institutions for 
the future of Europe 

https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-education/about-higher-education
https://education.ec.europa.eu/document/commission-communication-on-a-european-strategy-for-universities
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32022H0413%2801%29
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-7936-2022-INIT/en/pdf
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